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Authority and Responsibility Body-Worn Cameras (BWC) 1.42 

  
 

 

  
 
 
 

 

  
 

 

  
 
 

 

  
  

 

  
 

  

  
  
  
  

 
  

 
 
 

 
  
  

 
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

2. Members shall only use BWC devices assigned to them, or in situations where the Member 
does not have an assigned device, a device provided to them by their Supervisor. Members 
shall not share their assigned BWC.

3. Members shall affix the BWC to the approved location of their uniform and make 
reasonable efforts to ensure the BWC lens, recording indicator, and status indicator are 
not obstructed from view. Members shall wear the BWC during their entire shift and ensure 
there is sufficient power available to operate the BWC for the required duration of their shift, 
using approved charging accessories.

4. Members shall ensure the BWC is powered on at the start of their shift, and verify the 
device is functioning properly at the start of and throughout their shift, according to 
prescribed training.

5. A BWC is not intended to be used as a substitute for proper note taking. A BWC and the 
recordings are designed to support Member's observations and shall supplement, not 
replace, detailed notes and applicable reports. A BWC recording may be viewed once 
initial notes are complete and the Member shall note:

a. that the video was viewed and when; and
b. any discrepancies between their initial observations documented in their notes, 

compared to the video content.

6. A BWC shall not be used to replace photographic or video evidence normally captured by 
Forensic Services Branch Members.

7. When using a BWC, Members shall:

a. use the BWC assigned to them and in accordance with the prescribed training;
b. ensure the totality of any interaction is recorded unless exemp.t ed by this Policy;
c. ensure the BWC is functioning properly in accordance with BWC training;
d. report all malfunctions to their Supervisor and the Information Technology (IT) Service 

Desk forthwith;
e. report any loss, damage, or theft of the BWC, or any unauthorized access to BWC 

recordings, to their Supervisor, the BWC Coordinator and the FOi Coordinator in 
accordance with Policy and Procedure 1.23 Uniform/Equipment Issue and Prescribed 
Dress and Policy and Procedure 5.2.01 Access to Information and Protection of 
Privacy;

f. not modify or attempt to modify any permanent settings or components of the BWC;
g. ensure the BWC is mounted on their uniform in the approved location, using the 

approved mounting system;
h. ensure the recording indicators are not obstructed from view; and
i. only put the camera into stealth mode (def.) for Member safety reasons and document 

the circumstances in their notebook. Stealth mode is to be used for Member safety 
reasons only, in accordance with this Policy.

8. Members shall ensure the BWC is activated (either automatically or manually) when:

a. arriving at all investigative or enforcement actions;
b. recording statements that would normally be taken in the field, including utterances, 
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